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PERFORMANCE AWARD and INNOVATIONS now presenting the most important innovations in textiles for Winter 2015/16: 
The greatest innovations can be found at PERFORMANCE DAYS

The "New Developments" segment is a special component of the PERFORMANCE FORUM. This is where world premieres are the norm - groundbreaking new developments in the area of functional fabrics for sports and workwear are not exhibited to the public anywhere else as early as at the PERFORMANCE DAYS. Furthermore, the best new developments are awarded the much coveted PERFORMANCE AWARD - the prize this November goes to SYMPATEX! 

The PERFORMANCE AWARD is a prestigeous trophy in the world of functional fabrics for sportswear and workwear. After considering all of the Forum entries in the category INNOVATIONS, which combines the latest technologies with the functional value added, the PERFORMANCE FORUM jury awards the prize to the most innovative development. 

Meanwhile, in the overall framework of the PEFORMANCE FORUM, all of the other nominated items are the subject of an outstanding presentation. They form the INNOVATIONS section at the core of the Forum. The next trade show is coming up in November (from 19-21 November at the MTC in Munich) and the novelties featured there for the Winter 2015/16 season are all related to the important topics: warmth, visibility, durability, and moisture transport. 

Topic: Visibility
During the dark winter months, visibility becomes an important safety factor not only in sports but on the job. With this in mind, it is a relief to find the PERFORMANCE DAYS exhibitors presenting pioneering new functional technologies in this area. 

In particular, JRC Reflex, who is a specialist for retro-reflective materials. Through a new production process, the company has succeeded in embossing three dimensional surfaces. This process gives the reflective material a fashionable touch, for example, a crushed look, negative-positive checkered patterns, in reptile prints, or with dots. These stretch fabrics provide a perfect combination of stylish looks, visibility, and wearing comfort. 

Ea Shinn Co., Ltd. is another company that has taken up the challenge. They are exhibiting a "glow in the dark" material that charges itself when exposed to light, which can then illuminate at twilight or dawn or in the dark on its own without requiring any other light source. Such an active form of visibility not relying on reflection, is especially well suited for athletes who train well into the evening hours. 

At Paltex, in addition to the familiar Hi-Vis neon colors, the company uses reflecting fibers from 3M Scotchlite. It is woven into the fabric and when illuminated, produces a previously unseen reflective checkered pattern. The fluorescent fibers are great for visibility, but also for a stylish moment of surprise.

Topic: Warmth
Another key topic for the cold winter months is warmth. Two new developments stand out when it comes to providing warmth to sporty men and women - not just passively from the backings and insulation, but by actively producing heat - and that, amazingly, from the yarn alone, without any electric heating elements! 

SITIP introduces the so called "BeHot Heat GeneratingTechnology." This textile design generates heat through the streching of the fabric. Whenever the fabric is in motion, i.e., stretched and then released, the molecules rearrange themselves within the yarn. Any movement causes sorting of the molecules which releases heat that becomes available to the athlete. The fabric surface is usually up to 1°C warmer, which is enough for a pleasant body climate that can substantially lengthen the capability performance of the athlete. 

Pontetorto Spa takes up the thermal challenge as well. Many grades of its popular "Tecnostretch Fleece" use EKS fibers from Toyobo. When wet, these fabrics are up to 2°C warmer because they work with the perspiration of the athlete. Instead of transporting the moisture as quickly as possible to the surface to evaporate and provide a cooling, the effect here is to use the physical transfer phase to generate heat. 

Topic: Durability
Durability and robust abrasion resistance are important features in more segments than just workwear. Sportsmen and women also want to rely on clothing that is really designed for canyoning and rockclimbing. FOV Fabrics presents a commercial solution for a highly resistant fabric made with Vectran fibers from Kuraray. 

This high performance, multi-filament yarn is spun from liquid crystal polymers. Vectran is five times stronger than steel and ten times stronger than aluminum and provides a unique combination of outstanding characteristics. Vectran delivers very high durability concurrently with high elasticity, but with very little elongation. It is resistant to cuts and tears, dampens vibration, retains shape, and absorbs less moisture. All are features that make a difference in the modern high performance fabrics used in the production of sports as well as workwear. 

PERFORMANCE AWARD WINNER: Moisture-Tech 360° from Sympatex
Of all the many exciting contestants from the categories named above, the Sympatex Moisture-Tech 360° Technology (exhibited in the Volterra model) was the one that was able to win over the jury. This innovative and completely new system of inner soles and linings for footwear (from moisture-tech laminate) has been proven to provide a significantly improved micro climate in the shoe. The feet perspire less and the moisture produced is quickly and efficiently transported to the outside - wet socks are a thing of the past. 

Sympatex has succeeded in providing an intelligent system solution for the textile problem, namely, moisture in footwear. This new technology for the sports clothing and workwear markets represents an added value for the customer as everyone benefits from having dry feet.
This is how it works:  In addition to the accelerated moisture transport in the area of the shank by the Moisture-Tech® lining laminate, the sole inlays ensure a 360° effect. The sole draws the moisture away from the feet or from the socks and temporarily stores it an intermediate layer. The rolling action of the foot creates a ventilation or pumping effect in the channel structure of the sole inlay that transports moisture in the form of water vapor to the shoe shank fitted with Moisture-Tech® laminate liners. Consequently, moisture is transported across the entire shank area to the surface and does not backup in the comfort-relevant zones (socks) as it does in a standard sole inlay that does not transport moisture away from the foot. This represents the optimal combination of all layers and design elements - from the sole to the shank - working in unison and truly providing a 360° effect. This effect is dry feet for the wearer, which by the way, has been independently confirmed by EMPA testing.

Such a groundbreaking discovery is certainly deserving of the PERFORMANCE AWARD. The decision of the jury is summarized by Stefanie Sacherow, Senior Project Manager, PERFORMANCE DAYS: 

"Various concepts for the PERFORMANCE AWARD reached our jury of experts at PERFORMANCE DAYS, November 19-21, 2013 in Munich. The entries included topics like warmth, visibility, and durability: Warmth generating textiles based on various technologies; Fluorescent fabrics the glow in the dark or applications that reflect light as well as protective materials. 

Moisture transport in multi-layer laminates is a major subject in the relevant market. The jury was most impressed by the intelligent advanced development by Sympatex, because the concept is well-thought through from yarn to transport system and product implementation. We are pleased to have found a winning technology, with Volterra and the Moisture-Tech 360 system, for the PERFORMANCE AWARD that benefits both the sports and professional work clothing segments. Dry feet mean more comfort and better performance. This truth is now applied in a brilliant solution to the specific problem of "moisture in footwear" and gives us hope that this technology will continue to inspire others. 

We congratulate Sympatex on this successful development and hope that the PERFORMANCE AWARD will contribute to the discovery of additional product applications and that, in the future, hiking and ski boots and co. will always remain dry." 

About PERFORMANCE DAYS

The PERFORMANCE DAYS "functional fabrics fair” was launched by textile trader Weichert Agencies in 2008. It is the first and only trade fair created as a special platform for functional fabrics, yarns, finishes, and accessories for sport- and workwear sectors. PERFORMANCE DAYS has become a semi-annual event that gives high quality and innovative textile manufacturers and suppliers a direct presence in one of the major centers of the European sportswear industry. The platform showcases new fabrics and innovations and is a place to renew and develop business relationships. Presently, the exhibition is located in Munich. Since April 2012, it has also be accessible 365 days per year online - as a brand new, virtual trade fair. 

The visitors – sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers representing almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer find a complete selection of high quality materials available at the right time and at convenient locations to meet sourcing needs for their Spring and Autumn collections. The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from other sport and textile trade fairs which are larger and often stressful, and makes it the perfect meeting point for the active wear industry for identifying trends and innovations. The unique Performance Forum with freelance designer Alexa Dehmel gives visitors an inspiring and informed overview of the latest fabrics, trends, and innovations by the various exhibitors. In addition, top quality talks and collaborative ventures provide the full range of information.

More information about the current schedule is provided at: www.performancedays.eu 


