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FUNCTIONAL FABRIC FAIR





Honors: Environment and Top Innovations - Always first at PERFORMANCE DAYS 

PERFORMANCE DAYS now presents two trade fair awards!

The latest trends from the world of functional fabrics and accessories are on display each season at PERFORMANCE DAYS with awards going to the best innovations. This fact is doubly true for the next edition of the fair when, in addition to the coveted PERFORMANCE AWARD for the best innovation, the brand new ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD for the best sustainable development will be awarded for the first time! 

When the doors to PERFORMANCE DAYS open on April 28-29, trade visitors from around the world will find a truly revolutionary innovation and the winner of the PERFORMANCE AWARD; additionally, the winner of the new ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD is also waiting there for you.

PERFORMANCE FORUM AS TREND BAROMETER
The number of submissions for the popular PERFORMANCE FORUM continues to grow season after season. This is only natural, because the PERFORMANCE FORUM is clearly the favorite trend barometer in the world of functional fabrics. Each season, a first-class jury of experts selects not only the best fabrics and accessories for presentation at the Forum, but also the top innovations for display on the PERFROMANCE WALL and, in the process, also votes for the winner of the coveted PERFORMANCE AWARD. In April for the first time, there is a second award, given to the most sustainable innovation – the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD. 

As different as the two prize winners are this season, these products share an innovative force and real significance for the sports sector. 

PERFORMANCE AWARD FOR NEW GRIPPER TECHNOLOGY FROM PENN TEXTILE SOLUTIONS
The current PERFORMANCE AWARD goes to Italian manufacturer Penn Textile Solutions, who is introducing an extraordinary new system to produce an elastic, reinforced waistband with gripper, but without the irritating seams. The fabric, with high elastane content, is especially well-suited for bike wear, for example, pants or shirts. The advantages are clear: The gripper strips incorporated during the knitting process prevent the waistband from slipping: the waist of the shirt or pants stays securely in place on the skin. At the same time, the pleats and seams previously required the application of additional gripper bands have been eliminated. The result: Lighter weight and greater comfort. The gripper zone may be produced either tone-in-tone or may also be in white to allow for prints (e.g., of sponsor logos). 

The theme of bike wear is also taken up by other fabrics on the PERFORMANCE WALL, for example, Piave Maitex presents a bike wear fabric that can be incorporated to fit various knitting zones, depending on the need for muscular support or ventilation. Schoeller Textil presents an innovative, highly elastic grade with a ceramic coating for an excellent abrasion resistance rating, and first time exhibitor Teo Sport presents its new bicycle saddle.

ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD FOR REVOLUTIONARY DYEING TECHNIQUE FROM ATAG ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES
The initial launch of the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD recognizes a bonded mid-layer material from the Swiss exhibitor ATAG - which combines wearing comfort (thanks to merino wool) and top-technology (thanks to the Drydye dyeing process). What is absolutely new and revolutionary about Drydye is the ability to dye fabrics completely without the use of water and it requires only half the energy consumption. There is no harmful waste water and the carbon footprint can be significantly reduced: This is a double protection for the environment. Drydye uses so called supercritical CO² as the carrier material for the color pigments. When subjected to high pressure and paired with a specific temperature, the physical state of the CO² changes and it becomes a supercritical fluid. This allows the color pigments to penetrate into the fabric (polyester) without using any water.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND FUNCTIONAL INNOVATIONS ON THE PERFORMANCE WALL
Other items on the PERFORMANCE WALL are also concerned about environmental themes. A particular highlight are the buttons, buckles, and cord locks from manufacturers Rudholm & Haak and Hartmann, which are made from the waste products of the paper industry. In the past, lignin was only burned as a by-product in the manufacture of paper and never processed any further. Now, by adding natural resins and fibers, Rudholm & Haakdaraus have succeeded in making accessories that represent the "cradle-to-cradle" philosophy at its best. Hartmann uses the natural polymer lignin, which is what gives mature wood its compression strength, to give the same property to its line of eco-buttons and other products.

As an update for sports enthusiasts, two other important innovations have been included among the functional topics on the PERFORMANCE WALL. We are once again featuring the topic "Cooling," which is in big demand for the summer and enjoys increasing popularity. Whether by means of fiber cross-section, mineral particles, or changing the physical state - the functional manufacturers apply several fiber and fabric solutions to cleverly help athletes use their energy to cool an overheated body. 

The topic of "Visibility" has also been further developed. In addition to offering colorful illumination with reflective prints, other new developments expertly mix reflective elements with visible fabric print motifs for a self-protective as well as a very fashionable look at sundown. 

About Performance Days
PERFORMANCE DAYS - The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons, and zippers. 

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online at: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer - can find Catalogsa complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. Thanks to our expertise in functional fabrics, the calendar dates are intentionally scheduled early and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at  as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair, at the heart of the European sportswear industry, has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

The unique PERFORMANCE FORUM at PERFORMANCE DAYS with freelance designer Alexa Dehmel gives visitors an inspiring and informed overview of the latest fabrics, trends, and innovations by the various exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD presentations also take place here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 

No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.
Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.eu
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