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The trends in functional fabrics for Winter 2015/16 are on display in Munich: 
New and improved PERFORMANCE FORUM is now more market-specific

The PERFORMANCE FORUM helps to make PERFORMANCE DAYS unique and more informative than any other trade show: Nowhere else can you see the major new trends in the world of functional fabrics and fashion accessories for Winter 2015/16 and Summer 2015. Set up according to purchasing themes, the best overview anyone could ever wish for is presented on nine tables plus the PERFORMANCE GATE. And the PERFORMANCE FORUM is now better than ever! The categories have been reorganized to give purchasers and product managers an even faster way to find the materials best suited for the desired styles.

Innovation is at the center of the PERFORMANCE DAYS Trade Show and that explains how this platform has developed in just a very short time, into one of the mandatory stops in the world of functional fabrics. The next PERFORMANCE DAYS once again fulfills all expectations for an informative and insightful trade show on 19-21 November in Munich. The popular PERFORMANCE FORUM, which provides a unique overview of all the latest innovations in the world of functional fabrics, has been reorganized and given a new design. 
As always, the most interesting materials from all of the exhibitors at PERFORMANCE DAYS are displayed on the nine tables plus, in the PERFORMANCE GATE. The table categories have been reorganized for this show. The new topics are: 
Baselayer, Midlayer, Softshell, Hardshell, 3-Layer, Highdensity & Lightweight, Shirt & Trouser, Casualwear, Workwear, and Accessories. 
This new arrangement allows for a more accurate assignment of the fabrics according to their functional ranges - an additional plus for designers and product managers, who can form a representative overview of the categories and the major trends. 
Innovative trend in fabrics for maximum comfort:
As the new materials for Winter 2015/16 show, manufacturers have again improved their fabrics, especially in the details. The look and feel, that is natural and soft to the touch is found even in the highly functional fabrics; especially, as light weight and the use of wool (especially Merino), are combined to provide active men and women better wearing comfort with higher functionality. The keywords for Winter 2015/16 are: Wools, top-function, natural look, soft feel, and unmatched airiness - in other words, maximum comfort! 
Trend Topic: Wool
Merino, in particular, is catching on in a much broader base than ever before. In Winter 2015/16, Merino wool is found in every layer of the functional clothing systems, from base layer through midlayer to functional trousers and the backing of 3-layer laminates. Not always pure, but often as a mix with functional fibers like polyester, the combination offers the best of both worlds and provides active athletes an adequate moisture transport even for strenuous forms of sport. Product managers will find a wide selection of Merino fabrics, either pure or mixed, depending on what functional range the fabric is to perform. Merino products can be found on the "Baselayer", "Midlayer", "Softshell," and "3-Layer", in addition to the "Shirt & Trouser" and "Casualwear" tables. 
Trend Topic: Lightweight
The "Lightweight" theme dominates many of the tables: Materials of ultra-fine micro-nylons are to be seen among the base layers, very delicate with a silky effect, similar to the very fine mesh designs. Even the mid layers no longer have to be heavy and bulky to deliver a good thermal performance: Warp knits ensure robustness in smooth, soft power stretch systems that provide warmth thanks to a fine pile on the inner side. Fabrics made of hollow fiber polyesters also provide good warmth for lightweights. Weight is also a consideration for the softshells, which is why there are extra light, wind proof micro fleece grades with membranes that still keep in the warmth despite their fineness. The top category for the lightweights is, of course, the "Highdensity & Lightweight" table, where the finest down proof, coated fabrics weigh only 18 g/m²! You can find the finest woven fabrics of processed yarns with 7/10 denier and even stretch qualities among these lightweights.
Trend Topic: Natural
The theme of nature and the natural look for Winter 2015 appears as a red line running through the tables of the PERFORMANCE FORUM. Clearly, in the many Merino-items, but also throughout the natural surfaces and impressions of the functional laminates. The so called "New Basics” are presented at the "Hardshell" (also 2-layer laminates) and "3-Layer" tables where highly functional items with an extremely soft cotton feel or with natural looks like blends, denim or herring bone can be found. Innovative natural looking designs, canvas, and twills as well as woolen looks determine the effect of 2-layer hardshells, the most important commercial group among the WWA-fabrics. 

Nature and natural can also be found at the "Casuals" table, where it gives fabric manufacturers a broad palette of possibilities: Fake furs, antique leathers, denims, or woolen softshells add the flair of English landlord atmosphere to the lineup and are the perfect complement for this top function. The flannel-like shirt grades made from functional fibers as seen in the "Shirt & Trouser" category, perfectly complete the natural image for Winter 2015. 
Innovations & Awards
The PERFORMANCE FORUM would not be complete without the topic "Innovations" being presented at the PERFORMANCE GATE and culminating with the PERFORMANCE AWARDS. Appropriate for the season, the jury for Winter 2015/16 has nominated several interesting new fabrics and technologies that are especially impressive in the areas "visibility" and "intelligent thermal performance." Read more about the process and the winners in the next press release. 
Top trade show quality - at no charge!
And, just as a reminder: All PERFORMANCE DAYS on and offline services, as well as ticketing and party invitations are, as usual, free for guests. Everyone registered on the PERFORMANCE DAYS page of Facebook or Twitter will receives the latest updates regarding the trade fair and the exhibitors. All information provided online at: www.performancedays.eu. 
About PERFORMANCE DAYS
The PERFORMANCE DAYS "functional fabrics fair” was launched by textile trader Weichert Agencies in 2008. It is the first and only trade fair created as a special platform for functional fabrics, yarns, finishes, and accessories for sport- and workwear sectors. PERFORMANCE DAYS has become a semi-annual event that gives high quality and innovative textile manufacturers and suppliers a direct presence in a major center of the European sportswear industry. The workshop is a platform to showcase new fabrics and innovations and to develop business relationships. Presently, the exhibition appears in Munich. Starting in April 2012, it will also be accessible 365 days per year as a brand new, virtual trade fair in the Internet. 
The visitors – sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers representing almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer find a complete selection of high quality materials available at the right time and at convenient locations to meet sourcing needs for their Spring and Autumn collections. The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from other sport and textile trade fairs which are larger and often stressful, and makes it the perfect meeting point for the active wear industry for identifying trends and innovations. The unique Performance Forum with freelance designer Alexa Dehmel gives visitors an inspiring and informed overview of the latest fabrics, trends, and innovations by the various exhibitors. In addition, top quality talks and collaborative ventures provide the full range of information.
More information about the current schedule is provided at: www.performancedays.eu 
