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Pioneering developments are always seen first at PERFORMANCE DAYS! 

The PERFORMANCE DAYS AWARDS go to Flocus and YKK

The PERFORMANCE DAYS trade fair in Munich is the place where new trends are born. So, it is no surprise that visitors and exhibitors alike wait in anticipation for the announcement of the winners of two coveted awards each season. The ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD this time was presented to Flocus for the development of a new yarn based on a rather exceptional natural fiber. The PERFORMANCE AWARD went to the company YKK for a new zipper system that provides the clothing industry with a whole new range of design possibilities.  
An absolute highlight at PERFORMANCE DAYS is the awarding of the coveted awards: the PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD. They are an acknowledgment of the most important developments in the (sport-) textile industry and usually mark the launching point of an international breakthrough for the winning products. 

The key criteria for the awards are the level of innovation and the function of the new products, i.e., fabric or accessory. The two winners that have been selected for the next trade fair clearly fulfill all the requirements. The ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD goes to the company Flocus for a totally new method for processing the natural fiber kapok, while the PERFORMANCE AWARD goes to YKK for an innovative new zipper that meets all of the many technical and fashion requirements. 

ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD: Fabric from Flocus made of kapok fibers 
The natural fiber kapok itself is not new to the textile industry but, as processed by the company Flocus, it is sensational. Kapok is rightly classified as a plant down and its fibers are derived from the fruit of the kapok tree. Composed of cellulose, xylan, and lignin, it is already quite special because of its natural structure. The unique kapok fibers are the lightest of the world's natural hollow fibers. However, because of a fine wax-like coating, the kapok fibers are not easily spun. Despite this, Flocus has succeeded in producing yarns made with and from kapok. This opens up new possibilities: In the future, kapok may be used not only as a cushioning material or insulation, but may also be processed as a fabric. Kapok is light, has very high insulation properties and absorbs next to no water at all. This makes it the perfect, natural performance fiber. Another functional advantage is the natural antibacterial effect of kapok, which unlike wool, is not attacked by moths. In processing the kapok fibers to yarn, variable proportions of other fibers are added as an intimate blend. Blends with synthetic or natural fibers are possible. The award winning fabric is a blend of cotton and spandex, but Flocus is also exhibiting other blends at the PERFORMANCE FORUM and, of course, at their fair booth.

PERFORMANCE AWARD: The elastic zipper from YKK
A zipper, especially the front zipper, is really at the heart of functional outerwear. It must always close reliably in all kinds of weather and be easy to operate. It must be sturdy and lightweight at the same time and, it must never shows signs of frequent use. Therefore it is not surprising that sport clothing manufacturers set high standards for zippers and use only quality products. YKK is a company known for the development of high-tech zippers and has been named the winner of this season's PERFORMANCE AWARD for the innovative development of the "SOFLEX" zipper. This is the first zipper that can be completely stretched with all components. SOFLEX can be stretched up to 10% in length and not just the band, but also the teeth that close in the final profile. The elasticity of the entire zipper permits improved processing and better looking high stretch outer fabrics, whether with laminates for the outer layer models or for warp knits or knitted fabrics for the midlayer. This is a terrific find not merely for high performance functional clothing, but also for the latest trend topic Athleisure. 

NOVELTY Area to round out the introductions of the latest outstanding new developments
In addition to the award winners, there are other innovative concepts exhibited in the PERFORMANCE FORUM. For example, the Italian manufacturer Belpunto, who is introducing a particularly interesting, fully elastic, 4-layer design. It consists of an elastic, laminated outer fabric with a membrane that has a quilted PrimaLoft padding plus a liner material bonded directly to it. This fabric design is highly elastic throughout all layers, very lightweight, and the cotton inner does not slip, which allows a very clean and stylish finish. Another innovation also comes from YKK. The "anti-snag slider cover" zipper, as the name implies, includes a special carriage that prevents jamming of the surrounding fabric. The carriage is designed to be completely enclosed by a protective housing, so it is no longer possible to have a jam between the teeth and the carriage. 

The award winners and all other innovations are on display at PERFORMANCE DAYS in the PERFORMANCE FORUM. The winning fabric from Flocus is exhibited at the "JURY‘S PICK: Athleisure - Rethinking Performance Knits" table; other kapok products are on the FORUM TABLES. The PERFORMANCE AWARD winning zipper from YKK is on display on the FORUM WALL. The award ceremony and the presentation of the winning products are scheduled for Tuesday, November 4th, at 09:45h as part of the "Innovations" lecture in the main auditorium. 

All lectures and the visit to the PERFORMANCE FORUM are free of charge, just like the entry to the trade fair itself! For an overview of all exhibitors and lecture presentations, please visit: www.performancedays.eu 

About Performance Days
PERFORMANCE DAYS – The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons and zippers. 

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer – can find a complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. Thanks to the expertise in functional fabrics, the dates are intentionally scheduled early and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at Catalogs as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair at the heart of the European sportswear industry has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

In the unique PERFORMANCE FORUM of PERFORMANCE DAYS, the visitor receives an inspiring and well-founded overview of the new materials, trends and innovations of the exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD are also presented here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 

No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.
Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.eu
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